Guidance for Town/Parish Councils and Communities
National Guidance
Society for Local Council Clerks (SLCC) has a dedicated page, compiled by Andrew Maliphant, Environmental Advisor and NALC’s representative on the representative on the Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy Local Net Zero Forum.
From SLCC’s survey last year, over a quarter of responses to the April 2023 survey commented on climate change, and the principal requests for advice were about:
· Action planning – what can we do to make a difference?
· What can smaller councils do in particular?
· Resources – what about community engagement and funding, and what statutory powers do we have to act?
Environmental planning guidance is provided for local Councils, including a procurement checklist and duty to have regard for biodiversity.
For local councils, environmental planning can mean:
· A change in priorities when making council decisions.
· A greater awareness of the impact of other people’s decisions.
· Closer links with the local community, including the business community.
English public authorities including town and parish councils should be able to show
their duty to have regard for conserving biodiversity if they have identified ways to
integrate biodiversity when they:
· Develop policies and strategies and put them into practice.
· Manage the planning system.
· Manage
· their land and buildings
· woodlands and nature reserves
· gardens, parks and public open space
· community amenities e.g. sports grounds and cemeteries
· waste and pollution
· energy and water
· wood and plant products
· Develop infrastructure, such as roads, buildings or flood defences.
· Make decisions about procurement.
· Implement economic, environmental and social programmes.
Other guidance from SLCC:
· How to comment on planning applications
· Co-benefits of climate and nature action to communities
· Action planning
· Community engagement
· Community Buildings
· Funding
· Biodiversity (including S Glos Councils’ toolkit)
National Association of Local Councils (NALC) also has dedicated page, including case studies (albeit ageing) and a Climate Emergency Network of Councillors – largest at 300+ members
NALC summary of Powers available to TPCs
Note that both SLCC and NALC support the Carbon Literacy Project.  WALC is gaining accreditation to deliver this bespoke training to TPCs and communities.
Local Government Association – Climate resources are mostly aimed at District/Borough; however, much can be learned from other LAs as TPCs and community action groups look to SDC/WDC for support through the LCEP.  Anyone can sign up to their monthly sustainability bulletin can be 
Sample Web pages from other LAs
Example page from S Glos Council
Example page from S Oxfordshire
 Council
Bath & NE Somerset adapted S Glos LNAP and are supporting TPCs with a toolkit
On community engagement specifically, examples from Cornwall and S Glos list
· Free training on climate literacy 
· Funding and grants
· Map of climate emergency groups (Google maps? Use SCA?)
· Social media toolkits for TPCs
· Act now poster – could be adapted on actions
· Carbon calculators
· Pledges (individual actions)
· Actions that TPCs can take
· Examples of other TPC action plans
· Presentations
S Glos arrange quarterly meet ups, open to all, run jointly with the CVS and issues a monthly newsletter. Sample newsletter from S Glos Council.  You can view past issues.
Notably there are flyers/factsheets/toolkits for TPCs. These could be produced by LCEP and encourage TPCs to add to the agenda.  (Example attached )
Spring 2025: All Parish and Town Councils throughout England are required by law to hold an Annual Parish Meeting, which must take place between 1st March and the 1st June (inclusive).  This is not a meeting of the Council. More info.
Signposting - Councils
· Policies and templates
· Environmental policy from Cornwall Council
The Generic Environmental Policy Template, created by Wadebridge Town Council and CALC,  is a comprehensive spread of ‘best’ environment policies which can help local councils clarify position, promote action and secure good outcomes on key issues.
· Model biodiversity policy (SLCC)
· Terms of Reference for Council Committees and Working Groups - see SLCC page on Climate Action for Smaller Councils
·  cited
· Sustainable Towns/Parishes
· Thame Town Council grew a 
· Sustainable Overton
· Just Transition Newnham
· Net Zero City of Durham Parish Council
· Training / Awards / Status
· Carbon Literate Council
· Lyme Regis Town Council (Silver)
· Local Council Award Scheme: now includes Climate at Quality Gold)
· NALC Star Council Awards: new category Climate Response of the Year
· Local Authority Green Awards
Signposting – Community Action
Working groups of parish and town councils can hold activities such as tree planting, litter picking under Council’s public liability insurance. Risk assessment for community event should be carried out.
Waste and Recycling
· Litter picking: various including Alcester, Bidford, Ettington, Southam
· Plastic Free Communities
· Lyme Regis Town Council
· Kenilworth Town Council
· Plastic Free Warwick & Leamington
· Henley-in-Arden, Southam, Stratford-upon-Avon, Wellesbourne are in progress
· Recycling schemes
· Soft plastics: Ilmington, Stretton-on-Fosse
· Terracycle: Bishops Tachbrook, Warwick Gates
· Repair Cafes: a long list, with a secondary school (SGGS) teacher leading an in-house repair café 
· Energy
· District Heating Network video
· Swaffham Prior
· Community benefits and engagement guidance for onshore wind farms
· Napton’s Street Lighting Survey
· Public Sector Decarbonisation Scheme - paused
· Notably West Suffolk has introduced a fund for TPC streetlights
· Community Transport
· WRCC
· Community buses operated by Parish Councils – exist
· Adaptation
· Communities Prepared offer free resilience training on community emergency planning, volunteer flood wardens, heat waves, 
· CSW Resilience encourage TPCs and community groups to use templates for community emergency plans
· WCC Snow Warden (Flood?)
· Example natural flood management (Shipston Flood Action Group)
· Biodiversity & Nature
· Bee Squared: Hazlemere Parish Council
· Bee Friendly Town: Kenilworth, Warwick awarded status
· WCC: Develop a Wildflower Area (Verges, only TPC can apply)
· WCC: Lengthsman Scheme 
· S Glos guidance for TPCs and communities includes
· Local nature action plan
· Local climate and nature action plan
· Business Nature Action Plan
· WCC Biodiversity Management Plans, e.g. Yarningale Common and Landscape Architecture Service
· Tree planting: lots
· Health & Wellbeing
· Bidford Meadow – Example of Community Landscapes
· Fillongley Cricket Field (p.22 ECB Sustainability Strategy: Inspiring Cricket to Act)
· Education
· Severn Trent: water experience workshops and tours

Funding
TPCs are uncapped.
TPCs have a borrowing facility through the Public Works Loan Board.
A small number of TPCs have availed themselves of Salix public sector decarbonization scheme.
TPCs can use precept and/or grants to commission feasibility studies or designs in order to go to public tender.  The precept request goes to District/Borough in early February (latest). Councils will finalise budget December/January meetings; WALC advises to begin the process in May (with Annual Parish/Town Meetings, in order to gauge their community’s issues/project priorities)
CIL: TPCs receive 25% if NDP in place, 15% if no NDP.  SDC changing how this is being allocated. WDC Project list.
Grants are often available to TPCs if the application demonstrates wider community benefit
IM Properties Community Fund 
Severn Trent Communities Fund
Heart of England Community Energy
WMCA Natural Capital – Expressions of Interest sought, includes natural flood management solutions, and open spaces
Biffa/Entrust (LAs and Councils excluded, but many TPCS are sole trustees)
Community Green Spaces Fund (Summer 2024?)
Awards For All (now £20k)
Severn Trent Green Power (2025)
Other funders
Note that Sport England, ECB and British Rowing are all Tackling Climate Change with funding
WWT’s Olivia Williams is funded by ST, “Blurring the Edges” in Bishops Tachbrook, Barford
